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Diwali — What is it

This is Canada’s new stamp commemorating Diwali.
Well | was wandering what Diwali is and what religion
it is part of so | looked it up and here is what | found.

Diwali, one of the major religious festivals in Hinduism,
Jainism, and Sikhism, lasting for five days from the
13th day of the dark half of the lunar month Ashvina to
the second day of the light half of the lunar month
Karttika. (The corresponding dates in the Gregorian
calendar usually fall in late October and November.)
meaning “row of lights.” The festival generally symbolizes the victory of light over
darkness.

The Puranas describe various versions of a lamp festival in autumn. For
example, multiple Puranas suggest that the lamps are lit in worship of Yama, god
of the dead, on the day preceding the new moon day, which some scholars link
with the story of Krishna’s defeat of Narakasura (“Hell Demon”) celebrated on this
day.

Observances of Diwali differ depending on region and tradition. Among Hindus the
most widespread custom is the lighting of diyas (small earthenware lamps filled
with oil) on the night of the new moon to invite the presence of Lakshmi, the
goddess of wealth. In Bengal the goddess Kali is worshipped. In northern India
the festival also celebrates the royal homecoming of Rama (along with Sita,
Lakshmana, and Hanuman) to the city of Ayodhya after defeating Ravana, the 10-
headed king of the demons, thus connecting the festival with the holiday of
Dussehra. In southern India the festival marks Krishna’s defeat of the demon
(asura) Narakasura. Some celebrate Diwali as a commemoration of the marriage
of Lakshmi and Vishnu, while others observe it as the birthday of Lakshmi.

The names and events of the individual days of Diwali are as follows:

* The first day, is dedicated to cleaning homes and purchasing small items of
gold.

* The second day, prayers are offered for the souls of ancestors.

*  On the third day, families seek blessings from Lakshmi to ensure their
prosperity; light diyas, candles, and fireworks; and visit temples. It is the main
day of the Diwali festival and occurs on the new moon day.

* The fourth day, Itis the first day of Karttika and the start of the new year in
the Vikrama (Hindu) calendar. Merchants perform religious ceremonies and
open new account books.

* The fifth day, celebrates the bond between brothers and sisters. On that day
sisters pray for the success and well-being of their brothers.

Diwali is generally a time for visiting, exchanging gifts, wearing new clothes,
feasting, feeding the poor, and setting off fireworks (though such displays have
been restricted to limit noise and other environmental pollution). Gambling,
especially in the form of card games, is encouraged as a way of ensuring good
luck in the coming year and in remembrance of the games of dice played by Shiva
and Parvati on Mount Kailash or similar contests between Radha and Krishna.
Ritually, in honor of Lakshmi, the female player always wins.

Upcoming Meetings

Saugeen Stamp Club
First Tuesday

Kincardine Stamp Club
First Wednesday

Owen Sound Stamp Club
Zoom Auction First Wed
Zoom Mtg Second Thurs

Mtg Third Wed

Guelph Stamp Club
First and Third
Wednesday

KW Philatelic Society
Second Thurs
Sept to June

Oxford Phil Society
Zoom Auction
First and third Friday

LASO Zoom Meeting
Second Tues

Check with the club
before going to its
meeting.
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Message Page

Anyone wish to VOLUNTEER — 1. We are still looking for a new Bulletin editor.

Interested ?- speak to Diane. Also, interesting stories of philatelic events / knowledge are
welcome for the monthly bulletin.

2. Maybe for the next elections someone could step up to be our new President. A little
birdie told me that Walt would also like to retire.

| know that we are all busy with our personal lives but a group such as ours will only

survive if people step up and take an active role in its leadership. Please consider these

very important roles.

Jim Brett Stamp Auction Saturday November 8, 2025

As many of you know Jim Brett has moved to a retirement home in Brampton, | believe. He
took with him the stamps he really cared about but there is much left over. We, as a club
are going to liquidate the rest of his collection on Saturday November 8, 2025 with an
auction in the afternoon. Previews can be made in the late morning

We will meet early at the church on our regular meeting night of November 4™ to sort out
the offerings then stop for the meeting and continue sorting after the meeting for an hour or
so. Hopefully this will get all the sorting done.

Some of the sorting was done at our October meeting but there is much more to be done. If
you can please try to pitch in.

Although there is much repetition in some of the Canadian material there is a lot of what
can be made into very good lots of the worldwide material.

Please let anyone you know that is philatelically minded about this auction because we
would like the auction to go well for Jim. There will be a 10% buyers premium for the
purchases that will be going to the food bank to help with the Christmas Food Drive.

Hope to see some of you early on the 4" to help with the sorting.

A little humouir........
My mailbox told me it was tired because it's been stuffed with bills and junk for days.

Our romance was like Priority Shipping fast but not guaranteed.
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Notes:

What is Involved in Putting a Newsletter Together

In the middle of the month get ready to put the newsletter together. What | do is copy the
previous newsletter into a new file named in the following format

(Volume __, No __ Month Year), then delete the articles and the presidents message on
pages 1, 2, and 3.

Change the issue number, month and year in the header on page 1

Depending on the software you are using cut and past articles and pictures onto page 1
and 3. Hopefully these will be supplied to you but if not pick a topic or stamp(s) you
would like to investigate and write about them.

Cut and paste the President's Message on to page 2

The space available on Page 4 can be used for overflow from page 1 or 3 or for
messages, cartoons or jokes or anything else you want.

Any empty space can be filled with announcements, smaller thoughts or requests. Just
make sure there are no largish empty spaces

The internet is a great location for topics to provide articles, just google “interesting things
about postage stamps”. As are old copies of the Canadian Philatelist that are often
available to take at our meetings. The American Philatelist Society online has many
articles on their website of interest.

It was pointed out to me, and is so true that the articles on page 1 and 3 should have
pictures included at all possible to break up a whole page of text, as can be seen in these
examples.
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Saugeen Stamp Club

Chapter 220, Royal Philatelic
Society of Canada

Chapter 21, Grand River
Valley Philatelic Association

Website:https://www.rpsc.org/
chapters/saugeenstampclub/

Club Website:
saugeenstampclub.org

Meeting: St. Matthew’s
Evangelical Lutheran
Church
356 9th Street,
Hanover, Ontario
Use 11th Avenue Entrance

Club Officers:_

President:
Walt Berry
519-887-6999
wsberry@sympatico.ca

Vice-President:
Peter Kritz
519-364-4752
pkritz@coldwellbankerpbr.com

Secretary/Treasurer:

Judy Galbraith

519-379-5891
jgald72001@yahoo.com

Sales Circuit:
Bill Findlay
519-369-5689
billfindlay74@gmail.com

Bulletin Editor:
Diane Jarvis,
905-299-5854
laurierlady@gmail.com

Owen Sound Zoom Auctions
The links to see items and read the terms and conditions follow below:
https://stampsmarter.org/AuctionSQL/Auction Owen_ Entry.php?

operation=insert — Please use this form to enter your individual lots for

auction
https://stampsmarter.org/AuctionFiles/Cat_OwenSC.aspx — You may

view listed items in the current auction on this page. These will be the

same scans used during the auction
https://stampsmarter.org/AuctionFiles/OwenTCs.html — Terms and
Conditions - please read if you are listing or bidding in the auction

National Stamp Exhibition
Exposition nationale de timbres

Royal * 2026 * Royale

hosted by / présentée par

KITCHENER-WATERLOO PHILATELIC SOCIETY

June 12-14, 2026

Richemer-Waserdon
Plallla b Bl Sen Ity £
it 1934

Waterloo Waterloo Memorial Recreation Complex
101 Father David Bauer Drive, Waterloo, On  N2L 0B4
» Exhibits * Dealers * Social Events
DELTA Youth & New Collector Booth
HOTELS President's Reception and Awards Dinner
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\_ = J | Everyone welcome - Tout le monde est le bienvenu
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Other stamps issued to commemorate Diwali:
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Visit our webpage for all information and past
Bulletins

saugeenstampclub.org

Royal Oak Stamps

Now dealing only in Philatelic Supplies
Contact John Cortan Phone: 519-395-5817
Email: royaloak@hurontel.on.ca
Mail: Box 295, Ripley, ON NOG 2R0
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